
 

 

Staff Report to Municipal Council 

Meeting Date: 

March 16, 2020 
Report Date: 

March 16, 2020 

☒ Decision Requested 

☐ Input required 

☐ Information Only 

Type of Meeting:   

Emergency Council Meeting 

 

Report Title: COVID-19 Update Report 

Background: 

 

Coronaviruses 

 

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that can cause illnesses ranging from the common 

cold to more serious respiratory infections like bronchitis, pneumonia or severe acute 

respiratory syndrome (SARS). 

 

Coronaviruses are spread mainly from person to person through close contact, for example, in 

a household, workplace or health care centre. 

 

Some human coronaviruses spread easily between people, while others do not. 

 

Your risk of severe disease may be higher if you have a weakened immune system. This may 

be the case for: 

 

 older people 

 people with chronic disease (for example, diabetes, cancer, heart, renal or chronic lung 

disease) 

 

 

The 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

The 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) causes a respiratory infection that originated in 

Wuhan, China. 

 

The first presumptive case of this infection in Ontario was identified on January 25, 2020. 

 

Source: https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus#section-1 

 

Discussion: 

 

The Town of Kirkland Lake has very recently announced the closure of most of their 

municipal facilities including the municipal office and community complex. 

 

To date, Township management have taken the following measures in an effort to protect the 

health and safety of staff and the public: 

 

- circulation amongst staff of a workplace policy to reduce the risk of corona virus 

infection 

- staff to work from home if showing symptoms but still able and willing to perform 

- signage at office and on website to encourage business to be conducted by means 

other than face to face such as by phone or online 

- the chat function on the website has been activated 

- social media sharing of information released by the health unit 

- cancelation of public meetings and events 

- hand washing posters at worksites 

- effort to obtain hand sanitizer and masks despite availability being low 

- closure of the library 

- closure of the fitness room 

 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus#section-1


 

 

Financial consideration:  

 

Other than an effect on staff time, no significant expenditures are expected at the moment for 

the Township as a result of COVID-19.  An increase in the need to call in casual staff to 

replace affected full-time employees would have a budget impact to an undetermined degree. 

 

Conclusion / Recommendation / Motion:  

 

WHEREAS Council has reviewed the staff report named COVID-19 Update Report; 

 

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that Council receives the report for information purposes 

and supports the management actions taken to date which are detailed therein; 

 

 

WHEREAS Council is aware of the current COVID-19 situation; 

 

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that Council is closing all municipal facilities to the 

public, including the municipal office but excluding the landfill, until further notice for the 

health and safety of both staff and public; 

 

AND FURTHER that Council directs full-time permanent staff to work from home until 

further notice if at least one of the following circumstances exists for the individual employee 

at the discretion of the supervisor: 

 

 The employee’s job function allows for the possibility of work being carried out from 

home; or 

 The employee is showing symptoms of COVID-19 but is able and willing to continue 

performing work; or 

 The employee lives with someone who is considered high risk for COVID-19; or 

 The employee has made a reasonable effort but yet has been unable to find an 

appropriate child care provider for their child who would have otherwise been cared 

for by a school or daycare that has been discontinued as a result of the COVID-19 

situation. 

 

Jason Georgeoff, Clerk-Treasurer 

 


